
 
 

4.44 

 
 
                                      

 Sporadic fighting displaces thousands across 
the region 

 Expulsion of immigrants  from Saudi Arabia 
and  Tanzania ongoing 

 Polio vaccination yet to commence in South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile States 

 DRC and M23 sign Declaration in Nairobi 

 WFP Appeals for increased funding for DRC 
operation 
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Ethiopian immigrants from Saudi Arabia (AFP) 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Sporadic fighting kills over 

100 people and displaces 

more than 100,000 others 

in Kenya, Somalia, South 

Sudan and Sudan  

 

 South Sudan imposes a 

curfew following a failed 

coup attempt 

 

 Humanitarian actors report 

a funding shortfall of 

US$11.9 million for more 

than 140,000 Ethiopia 

migrants being received 

from Saudi Arabia 

 

 The more than 55,000 

illegal immigrants expelled 

from Tanzania are still in 

need of humanitarian 

assistance 

 

 Some 165,000 children in 

South Kordofan and Blue 

Nile States not yet 

immunized due to lack of 

access 

 

 DRC Government and M23 

sign Declaration to end 

armed activities of M23 and 

restore peace in eastern 

DRC  

 

 

FIGURES 
# of IDPs 8.1 million 

# of refugees  2.1 million 

# affected by  
conflict in 
Dec    

Over 100,000 

# Confirmed 
polio cases  

203 

 

  

 

 

Regional Security Updates 

Hostilities in pockets across region displace thousands 

Sporadic fighting in parts of Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan and Sudan has left numerous 
people dead, many injured and thousands more displaced. 
  
Tension remained high in northern Kenya following weeks of conflict between the Gabra 
and Borana communities across various towns in Moyale district, Marsabit County, north-
eastern Kenya. According to unconfirmed media reports, at least 15 people have died in 
the fighting, while an estimated 40,000 people are believed to have crossed the border 
into Ethiopia to flee the violence. At the height of the conflict, offices belonging to NGOs 
were looted, roads were barricaded and there were reported cases of cattle rustling. 
Long-standing rivalry between the two groups over scarce resources has taken on new 
dynamics, however, as the Rendille, Burji and Garri have been drawn into the conflict, 
which is currently being blamed on political antagonism following the March 2013 general 
elections. The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) has been providing first aid and medical 
evacuation for the injured as well as non-food items. The Government has deployed the 
Kenya Defense Forces in an effort to contain the situation. Meanwhile, in Turkana 
County, north-western Kenya, fighting between the Turkana and Pokot communities over 
border disputes also left several people dead. 
 
In Somalia, fighting between forces loyal to Khaatumo ‘State’ against those allied to the 
Puntland administration over the control of  Taleh district, Northern Sool, left at least 
seven people dead and scores more wounded in late November. Reports also indicate 
that an estimated 9,000 families are believed to have been displaced in the fighting. The 
Khaatumo administration was formed last year to administer Sool, Sanaag and Cayn 
(SSC) regions, with Taleh as its capital city. Somaliland and Puntland also both lay claims 
to the region. Following the fighting, UN Special Representative for Somalia Nicholas Kay 
appealed for calm, saying “Political differences and competing claims should be solved by 
dialogue”. 
 
In Sudan, a new wave of fighting in several parts of South Kordofan between the 
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), the Sudanese Revolutionary Front (SRF) and the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) was recorded during the reported period. 
According to OCHA Sudan, Government reports released on 1 December estimated that 
12,500 people had fled their homes and sought shelter in Government-controlled areas. 
The new arrivals are located in Abu Kershola, Habila, Dalami, El Abbasiya and Dilling. 
They are in urgent need of food, clean water, and health and non-food relief supplies. 
 
In Blue Nile State, meanwhile, an NGO reported on 1 December that an estimated 2,800 
people, including 1,850 children and 600 women, had fled the Jugo, Seen, Com Reg and 
Bobuk areas in Bau locality following fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N, and also 
due to food insecurity in their areas of origin. The newly displaced people sought shelter 
in the El Gerri area, north of El Roseires locality. According to the NGO, they urgently 
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Thousands of civilians are 

in urgent need of food, 

shelter and water in 

conflict-affected areas of 

Somalia, Sudan, South 

Sudan, South Darfur, Blue 

Nile and West Kordofan 

States 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN Secretary-General has 

called for calm in South 

Sudan following heavy 

fighting since 16 December  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humanitarian needs at the 

transit centres that are host 

to more than 120,000 

Ethiopians are increasing; 

with only 19 per cent of the 

$15.6 million appeal 

funded.  
 

 

require food, clean water and access to basic health services. According to humanitarian 
organisations, this latest wave of displacement brings the number of people who fled their 
homes in Blue Nile over the past three weeks to at least 5,800. 
 
Local authorities in West Kordofan reported that armed clashes between members of 
the Hamar and Ma’aliya tribes took place on 5 December in the Um Deibut area, near the 
border with East Darfur State. According to reports received by the UN, 16 Ma’aliya and 
22 Hamar tribesmen were killed following clashes. The clashes reportedly broke out after 
a Ma’aliya tribesman was killed by Hamar tribesmen following a dispute over grazing 
rights. Fighting ceased following the deployment of SAF and negotiations between tribal 
leaders from both tribes. However, tensions in the area remain high. According to the 
Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission in Adila, East Darfur, this fighting 
has forced people from the Ma’aliya tribe to flee to Adila and Sharif towns, in Adila 
locality.  
 
In South Darfur, the international NGO American Refugee Council (ARC) reported that 
an estimated 10,000 (2,000 families) newly displaced people have recently arrived in 
Bulbul Timbisco from Ed El Fursan locality, approximately 30 km west of Nyala town. 
These people are from the Salamat tribe and fled their homes following armed clashes 
between members of the Salamat and Misseriya tribes in November. They are reported to 
be in need of food, non-food items, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services. 
World Vision International (WVI) is providing clean water while ARC is providing health 
services through their primary health care centre. In the coming weeks, an inter-agency 
mission will assess the needs of the newly displaced population and verify their numbers. 
More information can be found on: 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_Sudan_Weekly_Humanitarian
_Bulletin_Issue_49.pdf 
 
On 16 December 2013, the President of South Sudan, Salva Kiir, imposed a curfew in the 
capital Juba following a failed coup attempt. According to Kiir, the presidential guards 
were able to repel an army faction loyal to former Vice President Riek Machar. Machar 
and the entire cabinet were fired by President Kiir in July this year following a political fall-
out. Reports from the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) indicate that 
hundreds of civilians sought refuge inside United Nations' camps to escape the fighting. 
The UN has called for calm and urged all parties to cease hostilities and exercise 
restraint.  

 

Crisis as 120,000+ Ethiopian migrants are expelled from Saudi Arabia 

 
A crackdown on undocumented migrants in Saudi Arabia following the enforcement of a 
new foreign labour law has led to an exodus of migrants returning to Ethiopia since 13 
November. As of 10 December, the Ethiopian Government had supported the repatriation 
of 121,506 nationals held in 64 detention centers in Saudi Arabia, primarily Ryadh and 
Jeddah. Of the total arrivals, 76,326 are men, 39,156 are women and 6,024 are children, 
including 209 un-accompanied minors (UAM). The number of arrivals is expected to 
increase to at least 140,000 individuals given that more Ethiopian migrants are reportedly 
awaiting deportation from Saudi Arabia.  
 
The new arrivals are hosted in seven transit centres and receive medical care and 
psycho-social support.  However, there are fears of disease outbreaks due to congestion 
and poor sanitation facilities at the centres. According to humanitarian organizations, the 
situation of women, children, UAMs and the disabled is of particular concern and requires 
specialized protection interventions. Two of the seven transit centres are set aside for 
women (a significant number of whom are pregnant and/or breastfeeding) and children. 
UAMs are separately cared for at the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
transit facility where they stay on average for 10 days pending family reunification.  
 
The return and reintegration operation is expected to continue well into the first quarter of 
2014. The Government of Ethiopia and humanitarian organizations (such as IOM, 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_Sudan_Weekly_Humanitarian_Bulletin_Issue_49.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA_Sudan_Weekly_Humanitarian_Bulletin_Issue_49.pdf
http://unmiss.unmissions.org/Portals/unmiss/%20Press%20Releases/12-13%20Hundres%20of%20civilians%20seek%20shelter%20at%20UNMISS%20facilities.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46745&Cr=south+sudan&Cr1=
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The UN’s Unmanned Aerial 

Vehicles (UAVs) will be 

deployed for surveillance 

developments in eastern 

DRC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Declaration signed on 

12 December between DRC 

Government and M23 

reflects the consensus to end 

the armed activities of M23 

and to work towards long-

term stability in eastern DRC  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country No. of people 

expelled from 

Tanzania 

Burundi 36,968 

Rwanda 13,675 

Uganda 4,669 

 

 

 

UNICEF, UNHCR, WFP, Ethiopian Red Cross, MSF Spain, IRC and ICRC) have been 
providing  the returnees with assistance including transportation allowance to their places 
of origin, food, non-food items, medical assistance, and family-tracing services for UAMs.  
 
The operation remains severely underfunded. IOM launched an appeal on 6 December 
for US$15.6 million. The Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) allocated $1.5 million in 
support of the operation. In addition, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
contributed $1.5 million. On 11 December, IOM reported a funding gap of $11.9 million for 
post-arrival assistance. 

 

Great Lakes update 
 

UN launches “drones” as DR Congo Government and M23 sign declaration 
in Nairobi  
 
On 3 December, the UN Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), known as MONUSCO, launched in Goma, capital of North Kivu Province, the 
UN’s first-ever unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) – popularly referred to as “drones” – in 
the interest of better protecting civilians in the restive east of the country. Deployment of 
the aircraft was authorized by the UN Security Council earlier this year. MONUSCO aims 
ultimately to have the craft surveying developments in all the terrain in relevant DRC 
provinces. Meanwhile, from 25-30 November, Mary Robinson, the Special Envoy of the 
UN Secretary-General for the Great Lakes, undertook her most recent mission across the 
region to push for progress on the 11-nation Peace, Security and Cooperation Framework 
for the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Region (the PSC Framework), as well 
as to encourage a conclusion of the “Kampala Dialogue” aimed at bringing at definitive 
end to the M23 rebellion.  
 
On 12 December in Nairobi, an agreement was finally reached reflecting the consensus 
by the parties to take necessary steps to end the armed activities of M23 and adopt 
measures to realizing long-term stability in eastern DRC. The agreement included vows 
for the return of refugees and internally displaced persons to their homes; the formation of 
a commission to handle confiscated, extorted, stolen, looted and destroyed properties, 
including land; efforts towards national reconciliation and justice, as well as social, 
security and economic reforms. Also, establishment of an implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation mechanism for agreed points was noted. 
 

Tanzania: Expulsion of migrants ongoing 
Lack of ID proving a major bottleneck for reintegration  
 

The Government of Tanzania has requested IOM to support the process of registering 
irregular migrants remaining in western Tanzania and to assist the more than 55,500 
expelled from Tanzania, for purposes of either regularizing their stay or ensuring their 
return to districts of origin in a dignified and humane manner.  
 
In Burundi, an estimated 37,000 expelled migrants had been registered by 30 
November, 82 per cent of whom (30,370 people) are hosted in Rutana Province, while 
the rest are accommodated temporarily in Makamba and Ruyigi Provinces. According to 
IOM, the lack of identification (ID) cards is preventing expelled migrants from accessing 
humanitarian and social services, including education and health care. IOM is providing 
food assistance and shelter and is appealing for more support in view of the increased 
influx and current rainy season that is putting a strain on accommodation facilities. Family 
reunification remains a major concern for the significant number of separated families. 
 
Rwanda is registering a decreased influx from Tanzania, with an average of 12 people 
received daily, compared with previous months when nearly 90 people would enter daily. 

http://www.unocha.org/cerf/cerf-worldwide/where-we-work/eth-2013
https://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home/news-and-views/press-briefing-notes/pbn-2013/pbn-listing/iom-appeals-for-funds-to-assist.html
http://monusco.unmissions.org/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=46650&Cr=democratic&Cr1=congo#.UqmlN_vy3Ax
http://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/undpa/shared/undpa/pdf/25%20Nov%202013%20statement.pdf
https://www.un.org/wcm/webdav/site/undpa/shared/undpa/pdf/PSC%20Framework%20-%20Signed.pdf
http://www.scribd.com/doc/191157617/Joint-ICGLR-SADC-Final-Communique-on-Kampala-Dialogue
https://www.iom.int/cms/en/sites/iom/home.html
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Humanitarian conditions at 

the transit centres continue 

to deteriorate. Malnutrition 

rates in Uganda are 

appalling, while a significant 

number of people in Rwanda 

and Burundi are unable to 

access social services due 

to lack of identification 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political stalemate continues 

to hinder access to more 

than 165,000 children in 

need of polio and measles 

vaccination in South 

Kordofan and Blue Nile 

States 

 
 

 

The largest influx in the last two months was on 27 November, when 82 people arrived 
from Tanzania, bringing the total number of expelled migrants to nearly 13,700 people 
since 25 July. Of these, 60 per cent (8,200 people) have returned to their districts of 
origin, while another 5,500 remain in Kiyanzi reception centre and Rukara transit centre. 
 
IOM is supporting the Ministry of Disaster Management with camp coordination, 
emergency shelter assistance and screening and registration of the expelled migrants. 
Data from the registration has been used by the Government to provide Rwanda ID cards 
to the migrants. CERF funds have been provided to boost the response. According to 
IOM, the transit centres are at their full capacity, necessitating the construction of more 
accommodation facilities. IOM and partners have recommended sustainable reintegration 
assistance following a reported trend of people returning to the transit centres from the 
districts due to lack of livelihood opportunities.  
 
Uganda has since 25 July registered about 4,700 expelled migrants in Sango Bay area. 
IOM observes that the Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates are at 9.3 per cent while 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) rates stand at 3.9 per cent, threatening to become a 
serious emergency as per international standards (GAM: 10 per cent; SAM: 4 per cent) 
classification. The situation is made worse by shortage of food. IOM and partners are 
using CERF funding to provide primary health care services and personnel, and to ensure 
supply of safe drinking water at the transit centre. In November, the Resident Coordinator 
launched an inter-agency appeal for the migration crisis in Uganda. 
 

Polio outbreak in Horn still of concern 
No new cases since November; still no access in South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
States 

 
The total number of Wild Polio Virus (WPV1) cases in the Horn of Africa remains 203 
(183 from Somalia, 14 from Kenya and six from Ethiopia). According to WHO, no new 
WPV1 cases have been reported in the last month. Outbreak response, including 
immunization campaigns, 
continues in all affected areas, 
with access and response being 
credited for the reduced number 
of new outbreaks. However, a 
political impasse between the 
Government of Sudan and the 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Movement-North (SPLM-N) has 
blocked the proposed 
immunization of some 165,000 
children in South Kordofan and 
Blue Nile States. In a press 
statement, Martin Mogwanja, 
Deputy Executive Director for 
Operations at the UN Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), stated that 
“children are not accessing basic 
health services, including 
vaccination against measles and 
polio". Mr. Mogwanja appealed to 
the concerned parties to consider 
the plight and long-term impact of 
the stalemate on affected Sudanese children. 
Weekly updates on the polio situation can be found at: 
http://www.polioeradication.org/Dataandmonitoring/Poliothisweek.aspx 

 

http://www.unocha.org/cerf/
http://www.unocha.org/cerf/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/18%20Nov%20%20Flash%20Appeal%20%20Assistance%20to%20Expelled%20Migrants%20%20UN%20Uganda.pdf
http://www.polioeradication.org/Dataandmonitoring/Poliothisweek.aspx
http://www.polioeradication.org/Dataandmonitoring/Poliothisweek.aspx
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WFP has appealed for $75 

million to sustain operations in 

DRC, where funding shortages 

have resulted in distribution of 

half rations to some 500,000 

food-insecure IDPs  

In Brief 
 

Funding shortfalls hit food aid for IDPs in DRC, refugees in Kenya 
 
Due to serious resource constraints, the UN World Food Programme (WFP) reported on 
3 December that it would have to reduce or interrupt some of its activities in DRC; 
affecting some 500,000 food-insecure displaced people in North and South Kivu and in 
Orientale provinces. According to WFP, $75 million is required to sustain its operations in 
DRC, through May 2014. Funding shortages in the last six months have compelled WFP 
to halve the rations distributed to displaced people in North Kivu Province, at a time when 
the overall food security situation is deteriorating. A recent survey conducted jointly by the 
provincial government of North Kivu and WFP indicates that six out of ten families are 
food insecure, as opposed to three out of ten two years ago.  
 
Earlier, WFP and the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR, announced that they would be 
forced to reduce food rations for more than half a million refugees in the Dadaab and 
Kakuma refugee camps due to lack of resources. WFP said it could resume full rations in 
the camps in January – although it cautioned that additional resources would be required 
to ensure that cuts are not again necessary after a few months. 
 

Floods 

 
The region continued to experience localized flooding in the last two months.  
The Government of Somalia estimates that some 150 people are feared dead or missing, 
two weeks after a tropical cyclone struck northeast coast of Puntland. Over 35,000 people 
have been affected by the floods and are at risk of hunger, as thousands of herds of 
livestock-the basis of livelihood and survival for the majority of the population, were 
destroyed.  
 
In Ethiopia, the normal late flooding season (September - November) is now over in most 
areas and no new flood incidents are being reported. The country is experiencing the 
bega (October to January) season which is normally dry save for the forecasted 
unseasonable rains that might result in flooding in coming months. In Kenya, heavy 
rainfall affected parts of southern Kenya on 10 and 11 December. As of 11 December, 
local media reported floods in Taveta and Coast Province. Assessments on the impact of 
the floods are ongoing. Households and cropland have however been displaced or 
damaged.  

For further information, please contact:  

 

Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office, waaijman@un.org, Tel: 254 20 762 2148/2166 | Mobile: +254 732 600 012 

Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org, Tel: +254 20 762 2076 | Mobile: +254 732 500 018 

Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer, conwaym@un.org, Tel: +254 20 762 2156 | Mobile: +254 732 500010 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org and www.reliefweb.int |  

OCHA Eastern Africa website: http://unocha.org/eastern-africa | Twitter: @UNOCHA_EA 
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mailto:waaijman@un.org
mailto:anjichi@un.org
mailto:conwaym@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://unocha.org/eastern-africa
file:///C:/Users/AppData/Local/truphosa.IRINNEWS/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/@UNOCHA_EA

